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Hebraic
Community

BY VICTORIA SARVADI, TH.D.

A FIRST-CENTURY HEBREW FELLOWSHIP IS BORN

My husband Paul and I have been at-
tending church since the mid-’70s and
in ministry since 1983. Both of us
were raised in high liturgical churches,

with religious formalities and creeds. We truly
adored the reverence that we felt for God there,
the sound of the beautiful pipe organs, the
processionals, recessionals, and seasonal color
changes of  the ecclesiastical vestments.

But after losing our second child one hour after a
full-term birth, we were informed that a nurse was
able to baptize our baby before he passed away. This
news created a lot of  confusion and turmoil in us.
Was baptism the way unto salvation? When we ques-
tioned these tenets of faith, we were asked not to
question too much, just accept what the church taught.

EVANGELICAL EDGE

This advice seemed to have the opposite ef-
fect on us. It was our ardent curiosity that caused
us to have a desire to know the answers. Just a
few months later, we found ourselves in an Evan-
gelical Church. We began to go to Bible studies
and prayer meetings. It was in these that we learned

about the importance of evangelism and sharing
our testimony. From our Bible studies, we stumbled
on a taboo subject that our teachers seemed to be
avoiding. The Bible clearly taught us that God equips
us to continue his work by the Holy Spirit until
Jesus returns. This was a most astounding revela-
tion. Again, we were cautioned: Don’t go there!

So, we had come to another crossroads: should
we pray and ask for God’s power to reside in us
and expect miracles? We decided to ignore the
warnings and trust the Word of  God.

CHARISMATIC CHANGES

We soon were attending a Spirit-filled charis-
matic church. We were amazed to see how God
was using us in encouragement, prayer, and coun-
sel. We began to study the Bible with even more
fervor. It would seem at times that revelation and
understanding would just jump off the pages as
the Spirit would guide and teach us. I started dig-
ging and found Leviticus 23: the Feasts of  the  Lord,
God’s divine appointments! Why didn’t we cel-
ebrate these feasts? Didn’t Jesus celebrate Passover?

So here we were again! Another word of cau-
tion came from leadership: Don’t go that way! That’s
for the Jews! We realized it was another ancient cross-
road. The scripture in Jeremiah 6:16 became so clear
to us: “This is what the LORD says: “Stand at the
crossroads and look. Ask for the ancient paths.”

We were off  on another journey to deeper en-
lightenment. Ancient paths. The old ways. We began
to wonder, “Why had the church gotten off track?
Why didn’t we celebrate the feasts Jesus celebrated?
Jesus was Jewish. How did he practice his faith? We
had faith in Jesus, but we didn’t really understand and
know the faith of  Jesus.

FIRST CENTURY FOUNDATIONS

Through much studying and learning from
Hebraic roots scholars, we began to recognize the
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disconnect from the Way or halakhah of  Yeshua
and the rise and progression of Greco-Roman Chris-
tianity. The question became, Could we actually imple-
ment the ancient faith of  Yeshua in this day and age?

From 1998–2005, I diligently pursued colle-
giate and graduate studies in First-Century Chris-
tianity. By this time, I was now licensed and
ordained in ministry and was asked to be the As-
sociate Minister of Education at a Hebraic Chris-
tian Congregation. We met on Shabbat, we taught
the Jewish Roots of the faith, and we sang He-
brew songs and incorporated Davidic dance, tam-
bourines, and banners in our worship. But I have
to say the government of the congregation was
no different from that of the Christian churches
from which we had come: a Senior Pastor, sev-
eral Associate Ministers, a Church Board, a group
of  elders. We were like a hybrid synagogue/church.

In 2007, after Paul and I bought a second home
250 miles away in order to be near our children on
the weekends, I quickly befriended a very sweet lady
who earnestly desired to learn more about the Jewish
Messiah. She begged me to start a simple Bible study.
She said she would invite her friends. I began to realize
that God was orchestrating something new in me!

FORMING A FELLOWSHIP

It was so simple. We began to meet on Friday
evenings. Everyone brought some food to share,
so we began our time with fellowship and getting
to know one another—connecting, sharing, laugh-
ing, and engaging. Deep, long-lasting friendships
were created in those special intimate times of
table fellowship. Afterwards, we came together
to study. We studied from books by all my He-
braic scholars and teachers who had now actually
become personal friends to me and my husband.
I had never seen such dedication and desire to
learn from any group of  believers.

It occurred to me one day that the joy and sim-
plicity we were experiencing was wrapped up in
one Scripture: “And they continued steadfastly in
the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the break-
ing of bread, and in prayers” (Acts 2:42, NKJV).
That was it! That was what we were doing. It was
pure. It was organic. It was engaging and anointed.
“Day by day they continued with one mind, spend-
ing time at the Temple and breaking bread from
house to house. They were sharing meals with glad-
ness and sincerity of heart” (Acts 2:46, TLV).

Our fellowship has purposed to communicate
on prayer apps and text threads keeping in touch
with everyone daily so we can pray for one an-
other. True friendships have developed as fami-
lies invite families over for dinner and socializing.
We have witnessed this joy and sincerity of  heart.
And, of course, this little fellowship has grown.

Our Shabbat service now has three distinct parts. 1)

We begin with the sound of  a shofar and the Sh’ma.
We light the Shabbat candles, say blessings over our
children, spouses, guests, and the entire fellow-
ship. We then sing Shabbat Shalom and listen to
someone from our teaching team give a brief
explanation of  how Yeshua has fulfilled or will
fulfill the Parashah (the Torah portion for the
week) in his first or second coming (John 5:46,
BSB). 2) After announcements and a prayer, we
break for dinner and fellowship. 3) After din-
ner, we assemble again to worship and study
(hear the Word). We end the evening with the
Aaronic Benediction.

We don’t have a Church Board, but
our leadership team is transparent, and we
trust one another. We have no room for
egos, and we absolutely hold one another
accountable. We  don’t consider our fellow-
ship a “church” by definition. Neither is it a
“synagogue.” We are simply a community, be-
lievers who assemble together “to continue in
the ways of  the apostles.” We are Yeshua-cen-
tric, Spirit-centric and Kingdom-centric. We are
also first-century “culture and language
centric.” We seek to see and hear the Word
through the lens of  Yeshua’s time, culture, tra-
ditions, and language. And, together we are
pressing in together, aiming for the prize of
the high calling of  God in our Messiah, Yeshua.




